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of Senator Guinn of Cherokee, Senate adjourned uulil to-mor­
row morning at 9 o'clock. 

SEN ATE CHAMBER, l 
August 14, 18()6. ~ 

Senate met pnrsnant to adjournment. Prayer by the Chap­
lain. Roll c:1Jkcl-quornrn iirescnt. Journal of yesterday read 
un.cl adopted. 

Senator R_'C•)nl, Chairman of Judiciary Committee, made the 
fo11owin~ report : · · 

'l'he Committee on the Judiciary, to wh(_)m was reforreJ the bill 
authorizing guanlian:; to receive lands ia 1mymcnt of debts due 
their wards, h:w0 had the same nuder consideration, and unani­
mously ir;tJtruc:t me to report that the same is already sufficiently 
provided fur by bw. 

Senator Guinn of Cherokee, offered ihe fvllowing resolution : 
lleeo!vcd, That the Comptroller of Public Accounts be re­

que1:;teLl to furnish the Senate the following information from 
his office, Yiz : 

1st. Tho amount in aggregate, of the different kinds of tn.x­
alJle property in tho State ati shown by the tax rolls of 18G5, 
and the rolls of lSGo, and in case any county or counties shall 
not have made returns for either of thosL~ yenrs, then the esti­
mated valne of the tax·1ble property in such county shall be 
given for the res pee ti ve year. 

2nd. Tho cstinrntrd amount of land and other taxable prop­
erty in the State unrcnderecl. 

3rd. The estimated loss, as near as may be, from the rolls, 
and other archives of his office, of revenue heretofore deriv(,d 
from taxation on slaves. 

4th. Tho estimated expenses of the ch·il government of the 
State for year. ' 

Laid over one day for consideration. 
Upon motion of Senator Guinn of Cherokee, Senat01· Cooley 

was added to the Committee on Judiciary. 
Ou motion of Senator Randolph, Senator Saufl.ey was added 

to the Committee on Internal Improvements. 
Senator Ranfley offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, 'l'hat the Secretary of the Senate be required to 

employ two white boys to serve as paper folders and pages for 
tho Senate. Adopted. 

Senator Record offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to act 
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with a like committee on the part of the House, to inquire into 
the suhject of the election of U nitecl States Senators, as the 
same may be affoctccl by what pnrporti; to be an act of the late 
Congress-to ascertain whether or not such is the law, and to 
recommena such action to the two Houses as in their judgment, 
upon the facts, may be proper or necessary. Adopted. 

The President announced Senators Rccnr<l, Coolq and Shel­
ley, the committee undc:r the preceding resolution. 

A message was ruceived from the House, a11nonncing to the 
Senate, that the House had concurred in the Senn te's resolution 
to examine and report upon the condition of the Lunatic Asy­
lum, and had appointed Messrs. Smith of Hnrris, McKee and 
Merriman, a committee on the part of the House. 'rhat the 
Honse COll(;UlTed in the resolution or the Senate, to appoint a 
committee to in11uirc into the snbject of electing United States 
Senators, and had ap11ointed Messnt Merriman, Munson and 
Smith of Hair:s committee on part of the House. 'rhat the Romie 
had appointed Messrs. Alford, Merriman and Dunn, a commit­
tee on part of the Honse to proceed in person to the Texas State 
Penitentiary~ and examine the condition, hooks &c., of that in­
stitution, and report upon the sn,me, and ask a like committet> on 
part of Senate. Also, trnnsmitting the following communica­
tion, with accompanying documents, from His Excellency, Gov. 
J. \V. 'rhrockmorton, which was tilkcn from the President's 
stand, read, and on motion of Senat0r Shelley, 500 copies went 
ordered to he printed for the use of the Senate: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, l 
At:sTrN, August 14, 1866. S 

Gentlemen of tlte House of Representatives : 
I have the honor to transmit herewith ccpies of dis­

patches rcccivecl yesterday from the State Department of 
the General Government ; also a cm:nuunication from the 
Hon. James H. Bell, Secretary of State of the Provision­
al Government. The papers reforred to in the comm uni· 
cation of Judg,~ Bell, will he laid bef,Jre your honorable 
body with the messnge that I shall communicate to you 
in a few days. I congratulate you, gentlerurn, that the 
l'eoplc of Texas have once more a regular government of their 
own choosing. I have to request that you will trarnm1it this and 
the accompanying commuuication from Judge Bell to the honor­
Sen<lte, for ~he information of that body. 

J. 'N. THROCKMORTON, 
Goverror of Texas. 
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[CorY.] 'WASHINGTON, D. C., August 11th, 1866. 
To lli.s Excellency Governor T!t1·0cbnorton : 

Sm : By direction of the President 1 have the honor here­
with to transmit to you a copy of the communication which has 
been n.d1lres1>ed to his Excellency, Andrew J. Hamilton, late Prn­
visional Governor of Texas, whereby he has been relicived of the 
trust heretofore reposeLl in him, and directed to deliver into your 
Excellency's possession, the papers and property relating to 
that trnst. I h1we the honor to tender you the co-operation of 
the Government of the United States, whenever it may be 
found necessary, in effocting the permanent prosprrity antl wel­
fa.re of the State on:r which you have been callr<l to preside. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest rrspect, your most 
obedfont servtiut, 

HE:SRY STA~SBl;RY, 
Acting Secretary of State. 

STATE DEPARTMENT,~ 
AUSTIN, Texas, Aug., 13, 1866-10 o'clock, a. m. S 

To Hts Exccllen· y J. TV. Throckmorton : 
DEAR Sm: I have the honor to inform you that I have just 

received from the office of the Secretary of State of the United 
States, the followins dispatch: 

STATE DEPAE.T:\IENT,} 
\VAsHINGTO::-<, August 11, 1866. 

To Hls Excellency, Andrew J. Hamilton, Provisional Gover­
nor State of Texas : 
Sm: The time has come, when in the judgment of the Presi­

dent of the United States, the care and conduct of the affairs 
of the ~tate of 'l'exas may be rt'mitted to the constitutional 
authorities chosen Ly the people thereof, without danger to the 
peace and safoty of the U nitecl States. By direction of tho 
President, thercfere, you are relieved from the trnst which was 
reposed in you as Provisional Governor of the Sttite of 'l'exas. 

vVhenevcr the Governor elect shall h tve accepted and become 
qualified to discharge the duties of the Executive Office, you 
will transfer the papers and property of the State, now in your 
custody, to his Excellency, the Governor elect. You will please 
give me a reply specifying the cfay on which this communicatiou 
is received. 

I have the h mor to be your Excellency's most obedient servant, 
HE.N'RY ST.\XSBUHY, 

Acting St·cretary of State. 
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In obedience to the wishes of the PrPsident, expressed in the 
above dispatch, it gives me pleasure, in behalf of the Provision­
al Governor, to greet you as the Governor of the State, n.nd to 
invite you to take possession of the Executive Office. The ar­
chives and property of the State are hereby surrendered to your 
control. 

I do not deem it to h my duty to make any communication 
to the Legislature now in session, respecting the affairs of the 
State, believing that, undt>r the circumstances of the case, tho 
:information necessary to be laid before that honorable body, will 
come more appropriately from yourself, accompanied by such 
suggestions as you may think proper to make. 

I have the honor now to lay before your Excellency, tl1e re­
port of the Acting Comptroller of Public Accounts, the report 
of the Commissioner of the Land Office, and the reports of the 
Superintendents of the Lunatic Asylum and of the Asylum for 
the Deaf and Dumb, and the Teport ot the Attorney General of 
the State. 

I have the honor also to transmit to you, herewith, a commu­
nication from the office of the Secret:- ry of State of the United 
States, containing a copy of a rcso!u tion of Congress, proposing 
to the Legislatures of the several States, a fourteenth Article to 
the Constitution of the United States. I have thought proper 
to leave it to your Excellency to acknowledge the receipt of 
this communication. 

I have also the honor to submit to yonr consi<lcration, a commu­
nication from Maj. Genernl Wright, tho Commander of the De­
partment of Texas, in relation to the appointment of some suit­
alJ!e person to carry into effect the treaty for the extradition of 
?riminals between the United States antl the Rc1mblic of Mex­
ico. 

I have also the honor to inform your Excellency that ~forgau 
C. Hamilton, Esc1., was commissioned by the Provisional Gov­
ernor to proceed to England for the purpose of endeavoring to 
recover certain bonds and coupons of the United States 5 per 
cent. Texas indemnity stock, in the possession of parties in that 
Kin:;dom. It is a matter of regret that Mr. Hamilton did not 
succeed in his mission. Mr. Hamilton's correspondence and all 
the papers connected with this business are herewith transmitted 
to your Excellency. . 

It will give me great pleasure, sir, to communicate to you any 
information in my possession that you may deem of interest to 
the State. 
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I shall immediatdy issue a notice to the officers of the Pro­
visional Government to give place to those elected by the peo­
ple. 

.• I havl' to re1p1cst t.}rnt your cxce11cncy ,rt:i recommend to the 
· honorable Legislature t.hc :tppointnwnt of a suitable committee 
to inquire into the comlitioc1 of tho 'freasury. 

\Vith the greatest. n.>,:pcct, Sir, fo~· yonr person and office, anJ 
with the sincerest wishes for your continued health, 

I have the honor to be your very obedient scrvcnt, 
· J ,urns H. BELL. 

Sc·crrtary of State of the State of Trxn3, m~rlrr the l'rovi;.io1wl Govcrnmpnt. 

rrhe rc<:olutfon frc,m the House relative to the Penitentiary 
was taken up, ren.:1, :ln•l rd'...:'rred to the Committee t•n Peniten­
t n!T. 

On motion of J'.lfr. :il.:LDnde the Senate adjourned until 9 o'c~cr.k 
a. m. to-morrow. 

SENATE CHAMBER, ~ 
August 15, 1866. ) 

Sennte met pn~snant to adjournment. Prayer by the Chap­
lain. Roll cn,llcd-quorum prescet. Journal of yesterday read 
and adopte1l 

1rl1e following report from select committee to whom was 
referred n. bill to incorporate " Ha1 t's Creek 'l'urnpike Com-
1x1.ny" was read: 
Hon. Geo. W. Jcnes, President of tlle Senate: 

The select committee to whom wns rt;fencd a bill to incor­
porate tbe "Hart's Creek 'l'nrnpike Company," in 'l'itns county, 
have had the sn.rnc under consicleratil)n, and instruct me to 
report that with th1: accompanying amendment., they unani­
mously apprnvc said hill and recommend its passage. 

vV. P. SAUPLEY, Chairman. 
Amernlrncnt.-Strike on!:. "Chief'Jnstice" wherever it occurs 

in said bill and insert " Conn ty Judge." 
Passed to the orders of the day for August 16th. 
Renator Cook cff.2red the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed to 

inquire into the propriety of repealing or amrnding in whole or 
in part an Act entitled "An Act t0 rct;·ulat" the Public Print­
in~·,'' approved Novembt~r 22d, 1859: and report by bill or 
otherwise as early a8 practicable. · 

Read and adopted. 


